n September 8015, Unit-
ed Nations emberked on
a bold, structured plan
to revolutionise the
wiorld. This was the day when 153
mermber counitries adopted the Sus-
tainable Development Goals
{SDGs) defined as a unanimons
commitment to end poverty, fight
inequalities, tackle climate change
while ensuring no one is left be-

hind and more. The 193 countries “Individual
plan to make the world a better commitmen
place has a deadline of 230,

t toa group
A case of mixed priori- effort -
ties: are some sdgs more that is what
important than others? makes a
Lately, it has come intonotice that team work,
the public has a tendency to sup-
port SDGs that seem to be more a company
oconcerned with Immediate human work, a
needs. SDGs that relate to provi- .
sicmn of food, water: health, or en- society
ergy fall under the category that work. a
receives mareattention as they are S
easily understood and relatable by civilisation
most. However, when it comes to work.”

goals that seem idealistic or utopi-
an, like addressing income in-
equality, achieving gender equal-
ity or responsible consumption,
people start to unplog from them.
Add to this the fact that focus and
funding for SDGs is heavily di-
rected towards more well-known
global issues like SDG 2 which is
to end hunger and SDG 4 which
aims for achieving quality educa-
tion for all.
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If one tracks the progress
towards achieving SDG 17,
which iz building partnerships
for the goals, one realises that
a vast majority of couniries
are falling short. As long as
this continues to be the case,
the prospect of achieving the
supplemental 16 goals will re-

main difficult.
Solutions for the
way forward
I believe all goals areof _ equal
importance and there- fore
should be prioritised Ccor-
respondingly In m ¥
opinion, globali- sation
has transformed i h e
world into a global  village.
Consequently there
should be a salu-
brious and a hriv-
ing symbiot- ic relation-
ship be- tween gov-
ernments;  publicand pri-
vate bodies
‘ and institu-
tions across
el LD globe.

A commitmentto
= end poverty

The way Isee it, governments,
winld leaders and concerned au-
thorities shonld share knowledge
and cooperation for acoess to sci-
ence, technology and innovation
in the less and middle-income
couniries; enhance policy coher-
ence for snstainable developrment;
invest in collaborations and en-
courage effective parimerships to
achieve our collective goals.

A powerfinl way to think about
itis to realise that we won't achieve
full equualdity by merely focusing on
our own struggles and ignoring
causes that don’t involve us be-
canse none of us is free until all of
us are firee. As Nelson Mandela
zaid, “To be free is not merely to
cast ofl one’s chaine, ot to live in
a way that respects and enhances
the freedom of others. " Despite the
challenge, achieving all SDG goals
may liberate millions of people
firomn a state of despair The time
hias come when each of us shonld
introspect and be willing to ask if
we don't make a move now then
who will and when?
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